INTRODUCTION

It was 2007 when the demand was drafted that something is needed which could provide us the forum to manage connections in a common language with both the foreigners and native professionals at the same time.
On the 10th of April, 2008 a new Club was formed within the frame of HALPIM (Hungarian Association of Logistics, Purchasing and Inventory Management). Its name is the International Club.

Before I give an account of the event, let me express my and the members’ thankfulness to Mr. József Hír, who was so kind as to provide us all the circumstances required to have a great meeting at Hungarorak Ltd., to say nothing of the well-prepared presentations and the company visit.
FIELD-DAY
It was a sunny morning when we arrived at Hungarorak Ltd. We were joking on it: it was us who have ordered the great weather for the outstanding occasion that faced us. Even the first impression was good, because the participants were welcomed at the main door. A short printed welcome-text was enough to start the meeting in an elation spirit.

HUNGARORAK LTD. – THE WINNER OF THE LOGISTICS EXCELLENCE AWARD
The brief introduction of the company and its philosophy was interesting and instructive. Its three keystones are the respect, legitimacy and honesty which must be associated with the adequate optimization of the processes to contribute to successful operation and continuous development in order to provide a high-standard service for the Customer.

Mr. Csaba Balogh was the one who introduced the participants the prize-winner application. The main messages of the entire matter are the continuous improvement of efficiency and the implementation of value-added services in the process.
It was investigated how to improve the efficiency of the supply chain within the business group. Calculations of economy were done in order to get how to organize the purchasing and distribution of the products. As a result, three and foursome business relations were formed with the participation of the Austrian, Slovakian, Czech and Slovenian partners. After all, this is not the end, since there are always new chances, such as the Romanian, Serbian and Croatian markets.
As a value-added service, Hungarorak Ltd. performs the optimization of the storing system taking into consideration the products physical parameters. The products are loaded into the storage area by the employees of Hungarorak Ltd., thus the quality inspection and revaluation is done in the same breath. Hungarorak Ltd. also has the possibility to make suggestion regarding to the content and volume of the orders. As you could guess, this is not the end again, because new plans are already drafted regarding to the so called Vendor Managed Inventory system, which requires high-standard IT support as well as a long-term relation between the supplier and the customer.

THE FOUNDATION MEETING

The meeting started with a brief introduction in high spirits without restrictions. Each and every participant told a few words about him/herself in English. It was good to notice that all of us were open for a question and the participants did not hesitate to ask. Once the short speeches were done, Attila Karika described us the purposes why we were there. Obviously all of us agreed with the aims published previously: to organize English language company visits; to get in touch with only foreign language speakers who work and live in Hungary; to establish connections with Logistics Associations in the neighbouring countries; to translate HALPIM’s webpage into English; to organize an independent section on HALPIM’s yearly congress; to provide a platform for Hungarian professionals to improve written and verbal English language skills.
WEBPAGE TRANSLATION

The first discussed topic was the translation of the webpage. Here you can have some of the conclusions stated on the meeting: it is not needed to translate each and every word of the site. Only the relevant information should be translated, which helps those professionals to get information about HALPIM who do not speak Hungarian, but interested in Logistics.
It was also mentioned that there are university students who make translations for the Logisztikai Híradó. These articles could be published also on the website, completed with the original English version as well, so all the interested individuals can check both texts at the same time to see how a professional prepares a translation of a specialized text. I think – and I am sure that I am not the only one – it would help some of us during everyday life.

Another useful thing could be a dictionary on the web for the specialized words used in the field of logistics. I am sure that most of us know what “Lead-time” means in Hungarian, but we still have some special words, for example the name of special logistics machines, tools, devices and even processes which do not have the translation or the explanation in a common dictionary. The differences between US-English and UK-English also should be indicated.
FOREIGNERS

The main theme of the yearly congress of HALPIM in 2008 was stated in the introduction of the first copy in 2008 of the Logisztikai Híradó by Attila Chikán. It will be “the boundless logistics – logistics without border”. Since Hungary could perform a significant role in the European market of logistics utilizing its geographical location, it could be important to be in contact with the logistics associations in the surrounding countries. This is the reason why this topic was mentioned on the meeting. Some of us have the contact to get in touch with and establish the relationship with logistics association working abroad.
Developing the train of thought, the yearly congress of HALPIM could be the adequate place to keep presentation in English language in line with its main theme. We are planning to organize presentation in English language, so with the appropriate publicity the attention of foreigners could be drawn in order to take part on the congress.

After the first meeting I received reactions from the participants. I was glad to recognize that I am not the only one who has the aim to practice and develop the English language skills. I realized how good it is to listen for presentations in English language, especially when the content is also outstanding, such as the presentations held by Mr. József Hír and Mr. Csaba Balogh at Hungarorak Ltd.

This article was  inspired by the foundation of the International Club. It is the best time to seize the opportunity to invite you for the next programme as well as to the membership of the International Club. It is your turn now to suggest or offer either a place for a company visit or an exciting topic with a presentation for the yearly congress. We are waiting for the registration of all individuals showing an interest regarding the Club’s activity. For further details, please refer to HALPIM’s webpage.
